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Students rally in Olympia
Higher education funding at risk for universities statewide
BY IRIS DIMMICK

Staff Reporter

The word “ROME,” was curiously
written in the soil of a ﬂower bed near the
Capital building on Monday. It echoed
the sentiments of various chants that
could be heard from the capital steps. The
constituents called out to be heard and
represented on a variety of issues.
“PROTECT HIGHER ED, PROTECT OUR FUTURE!” was chanted
through the crowd.
A crowd of more than 100 college students yelled this President’s Day to protest the higher education budget cuts and
eventual rise in tuition. Approximately 20
students from Central attended the protest after marching from a motivational
conference sponsored by the College
Promise Coalition (CPC).
It’s a chaotic exercise in a representative democracy, and the breath of hundreds of Washington residents made the
air thick inside the capital.
The Central students split up into
smaller groups to contact as many key
state representatives and senators as possible. These legislators will ultimately vote
on the biennial state budget for 20112013 which will likely include proposed
cuts of $236 million in funding, much
of it cutting back grants, K-4 class size
reductions and programs that help disabled students afford college. The budget,
which has been given a week extension,
must be voted out of the house committees by tomorrow.
Last year, about 85 percent of Central
students received some form of ﬁnancial
aid higher than any other public college
in Washington.
Octavio Garcia-Ruiz, freshman undeclared received both the Pell Grant, which
faces a 15 percent decrease, and the Student Need Grant, which $25 million of
tuition money may be funding instead
of the state. Garcia-Ruiz is a ﬁrst generation college student from a single-parent
home.
“I don’t know if I’d be able to go to
school if it wasn’t for those,” Garcia-Ruiz
said after the day’s events. “I’m hoping
[the rally] was effective.”
Shortfalls in the budget will ultimately
be paid for by the students and their parents by raising tuition, said Mike Merz,
legislative liaison for the ASCWU.

“It has created a circle of students
funding other students’ – and sometimes
their own – grants with loans,” said Mike
Merz, senior political science and public
policy major. “That’s not how it’s supposed to work. This takes the accountability of the state out, they’re not funding the
[Student Need] Grant, but making the
rules for it.”
The budget cuts to higher education
will continue as long as the voice of students and parents are not heard, Representative Reuvan Carlyle said in his address to the CPC conference.
“We have the highest quality of life, yet
we’re paralyzed,” Carlyle said, “We need
to question the status quo and have uncomfortable conversations.”
The state is cutting education because
of two reasons, Carlyle said. The ﬁrst is a
lack of uproar from citizens, which causes
the second: students that step into bureaucracy after graduation and forget to
defend education because it’s easy to cut
without backlash from society.
“One size does ﬁt all when it comes
to democracy and equal access to education,” Carlyle said.
Jessa Link, sophomore undeclared,
and Riley Schaefer, freshman undeclared
followed undeclared sophomore Lindsey
Sires in a search that lead them up and
down stairs, circling the main lobby and
ﬁnally to ofﬁces tucked behind several
doors and passageways.
It’s easy to get lost and for Link, easy to
feel that requests to speak to representatives got “shot down” by legislative aides.
“I’m frustrated. None of them seem
to want to listen ... they [seem] eager to
ignore us,” Link said. “But it’s a fun experience. I felt very united with other students.”
Sire shared link’s frustration.
“It only makes me want to try harder,”
Sires said. “I don’t want to be a ‘slacktivist’ ... I was tired of bitching about everything, I want to do something.”
David Wiesner, government relations
intern and CWU political science major,
said he felt that the student’s presence was
effective despite only having met with one
representative, Bill Hinkly of the 13th
District (Cle Elum), face-to-face.
“Seeing the [legislative aides] is just
as good. They are the people behind
the scenes,” Wiesner said. Those are the
people that organize meetings, paperwork

UPCOMING EVENTS
ASCWU Higher Education Week
Feb. 28 - March 7
Rally on Campus, Statewide Event
March 1
Lobby Day in Olympia
March 7
IRIS DIMMICK

TAKING IT TO OLYMPIA About 150 college students from across the state rallied in Olympia on Monday, fighting to maintain education funding.

and are the eyes and ears for representatives. However, aides and staff are not
technically required to pass on messages
or materials given to them to pass along.
Wiesner helped organize the conference with the ASCWU and encouraged
students to ﬁnd out who their representatives are, tell friends about upcoming
legislation and write letters to their rep-

resentatives.
“Everyone should know who their representatives are,” Wiesner said.
The bill will be voted on in the House
by March 7, it will then reach the Senate if approved, and it will ultimately go
before Governor Gregoire to be signed or
vetoed. The proposed budget would go
into effect July 1.

CWU debates equal opportunity for marriage

Sisters spark debate and draw a crowd in last Thursday’s debate in the SURC Pit
Staff Reporter

The SURC pit swelled to the ﬁlling
point with students on Thursday. There
was hardly a place to sit, but if it weren’t
for two brave sisters the debate may never
have taken place.
Michelle and Amanda Hunter argued
against gay marriage for the debate. They
weren’t in the original lineup but volunteered after the previous debaters backed
out late.
It was “one thing after another, not being able to ﬁnd people who were willing
to stand here in front of everyone, in front
of their peers and say why gay marriage
shouldn’t be legal, especially on a liberal
campus,” Michelle, senior communications and sociology major said.
The odds were stacked against them,

not just for their lack of preparation. The
“I mean, you don’t want to get mugged
event was hosted by EQuAl (Equality in the street,” Amanda said.
through Queers and Allies) and attended
The two sisters admitted that while
mostly by students
they don’t necexpressing
views
essarily agree
It’s hard because there with the stance
supporting gay marriage.
are so many things you could the con-side
Michelle said she
they felt
say that could be potentially takes,
didn’t want to debate
it was impormean and hurtful.
for the con-side betant to give each
cause she was afraid
side a ﬁghting
of being physically
MICHELLE HUNTER chance.
threatened.
“I guess it’s
Senior communications and
“It’s hard because
sociology major not necessarily
there are so many
our belief,” Mithings you could say
chelle said. “It’s
that could be potentially mean and hurt- important to have both sides. It’s imporful,” Michelle said.
tant to give the con-side its fair shot.”
Amanda, senior anthropology major
The debate itself followed standard
and Michelle’s sister, interjected her own format, with a short segment for each
thoughts.
team, followed by rebuttals and closing

“

“

BY WESTON MORROW

arguments. It lasted about 25 minutes. After the debate, the ﬂoor was opened for
questions from the audience.
Many questions were directed toward
the con-side, asking for clariﬁcation of
arguments or expressing opposing opinions. The pro-side was called upon once
or twice, but for the most part came out
unscathed. They instead spent the majority of the question period as spectators or
attempting to help the con-side answer
questions.
The debate, which is the last event in
a week long series of events on marriage,
gave students a chance to see both sides of
a prominent argument raging around the
world today.
“For a lot of people, knowing what the
con-side will say and what their opinions
are will help them understand the exact
battle,” Amanda said.
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The Amazing Race Officials change
Ellensburg style university policies

Caudill, Amazing Race coordinator, said
that she hopes students will gain valuable
skills while working together and a knowlIf you’ve ever wanted to partner up edge of everything that is offered here at
and participate in “The Amazing Race,” Central.
now’s your chance, Ellensburg-style. The
The event began as a way to do someDavid Wain Coon Center for Excellence thing fun and different that students could
in Leadership is putting on the second- get excited about. Last year, about 50 peoannual Amazing Race challenge and they ple were involved in the race and orgawill be giving a $500 tuition waiver to the nizers received a lot of positive feedback
winning team.
from the evaluations.
The race will take
“It was fun and
place next Friday and
challenging to race
I also hope that stu- against other teams
starts and ends in the
SURC ballroom. It’s
dents will strengthen and try to answer
free for Central stutheir leadership skills, questions you don’t
dents, but registration
think
communication
and normally
is due tomorrow in
about,” said Jacqueteamwork. This is a line Runnels, senior
SURC room 206.
Originally a hit regreat way for students elementary education
ality television, “The
“It was good
to experience leader- major.
Amazing Race” infor team building and
ship in a fun and inno- great exercise.”
volves teams of two
vative way.
people who race
Caudill hopes that
against each other
students gain knowlaround the world ﬁndALYSSA CAUDILL edge of the opportuing clues at pit stops,
Amazing Race Coordinator nities and resources
completing tasks, eatdowntown and earn
ing strange foods and
personal gratiﬁcation
experiencing different
while participating.
cultures. The winner of each leg of the
“I just hope that CWU students berace will usually win money or a nice va- come familiar with the resources that
cation.
Central and Ellensburg have to offer,”
The race will take place within the Caudill said. “I also hope that students
Ellensburg community and around Cen- will strengthen their leadership skills,
tral’s campus. In this race, teams will be communication and teamwork. This is a
racing against the clock as well as other great way for students to experience leadteams trying to earn points and navigate ership in a fun and innovative way.”
their way around the community. Alyssa

BY CORINNE CARD

BY HAYDEN RAPP

Staff Reporter

Senior Reporter

“

President James Gaudino and the
Central Washington University cabinet
have reviewed and updated several of
university policies and procedures. These
changes were approved at the President’s
Advisory Council meeting on Feb. 2 and
are effective immediately. The policies
updated involve issues such as student
records, service recognition and ﬂag protocol.
The ﬁrst policy approved to be updated was CWUP 2-20-070 Student Records
– The Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA).
During the meeting, Registrar Tracy
Terrell explained the updates to the policy. Some of the changes include modifying the language about health and safety
and crimes of violence and also included
a piece about domestic and international
terrorism.
Another policy updated was CWUP
2-30-030 Distinguished Service Recognition – Civil Service and Exempt Employees. Chief of Staff Sherer Holter
reported that the primary change made
to this policy is granting the same beneﬁts
to those of president emeritus status upon
retirement as civil service and exempt employees.
Finally, Holter explained that the last
policy updated would be CWUP 2-50050 Flag Lowering. This policy has been
merged with another ﬂag policy and is
now titled Flag Protocol.
The meeting included a presentation

about inclusiveness by Dr. Delores Cleary,
chair of the Sociology Department as
well as Central’s chief diversity ofﬁcer.
Cleary’s presentation began with an explanation of what inclusiveness actually
means.
“Inclusiveness is about addressing all
members of the local and extended CWU
community,” Cleary said. “It’s about including people rather than excluding
them, and creating a hospitable and welcoming environment.”
Cleary then went on to discuss the differences between diversity and inclusiveness. She explained how diversity helps
us learn about ourselves and others by referring to the differences between people,
while inclusiveness focuses on building
trust by facilitating understanding as well
as breaking down prejudice.
The meeting also focused on the planning process and timeline for the Inclusivity/Diversity Council (IDC). According to Cleary, the IDC was established to
support the creation and improvement of
the dynamic and inclusive environment at
Central. The council includes an executive committee and four subcommittees:
a campus community committee, an external committee, an internal committee
and an incident discussion committee.
Currently, the subcommittees of the
IDC are working on developing a University Diversity Strategic Plan, which should
be ready by March. After their plan has
been reviewed by the President and the
President’s Advisory Council, they will
continue to develop department and program diversity plans.

“

Prescription drug abuse

Washington faces growing addictions
Senior Reporter

The Kittitas County Community Network (KCCN) gave a presentation on
campus warning students that prescription drug abuse, the fastest growing drug
threat in the U.S., is a gateway drug to
heroin.
Attendees were taught how to spot
signs of drug abuse and were given helpline phone numbers to aid individuals and
loved ones ﬁghting addiction.
According to a recent NW HIDTA report, Washington State has some of the
highest rates of non-medical prescription
pain reliever use in the nation.
The recent accidental overdose of a
Central student made the talk relevant to
those not suspecting heroin abuse in their
midst. As community groups and leaders
work together to ﬁght drugs, local efforts
to combat drug abuse are undermined on
a federal level by geopolitics.
Jessika Roe, prevention coordinator for
KCCN realizes it’s an uphill battle.
“Prescription drug abuse has been
increasing as an issue nationally and in
Washington, for the last 10 years,” Roe
said. “Our goal is to help educate the
public about current trends and what to
watch for.”
KCCN’s local meth action team went
to Yakima to receive training where they
learned from Steve Freng who’s been in
prevention for 30 years and helped develop this program.
Ofﬁcer Ryan Thompson of the University Police said they’re starting to see
more local heroin use. He also states that
prescription opiates are leading into hero-

in addiction because it’s cheaper and better quality.
Roe said a lot of people start with
prescription opiates because they tend
to think of them as clean or safe drugs
because they come from a doctor. Kids
participate in “pharm” parties, but eventually addiction takes hold, then heroin,
even if it is considered a dirty drug because of the needle use.
drug distribution in Washington.
Prescription drug abuse is the second
Street gangs and outlaw motorcycle
fastest drug growth contributing to violent gangs in Washington have continued to
crime, next to crack, and has the largest increase over the past few years.
upward trend for
“These gangs deal
property crime.
in drug and ﬁrearm
Dave
RodriPrescription drug trafﬁcking, prostitution,
guez, director of
theft and burabuse has been increas- auto
NW HIDTA, wrote
glary,” Rodriguez said.
in the “Threat Asing as an issue nationPopular ﬁlms like
sessment and Stratally and in Washington, “The French Connecegy for Program Year
for the last 10 years. tion,” ﬁrst exposed the
2011,” that ‘diverted
public to the
Our goal is to help edu- general
pharmaceuticals and
golden triangle of opi‘other opiates’ pose
cate the public about um and the epic scale of
a signiﬁcant and incurrent trends and what heroin landing on U.S.
creasing risk.”
shores. The movement
to watch for.
He warns that
of heroin was shown
heroin is a signiﬁand further demonJESSIKA ROE strated in “The Politics
cant threat, availPrevention Coordinator for the of Heroin in Southeast
able in Washington
Kittitas County Community Asia,” written by Alfred
urban areas. Heroin
Network W. McCoy. This book
has become readily available and seiexposed the CIA’s inzures have increased
volvement in the global
signiﬁcantly over the
heroin trade.
last year.
The explosion of opium coming from
Rodriguez points out some alarming Afghanistan began after the U.S. invatrends. The Washington-Canada border sion in 2001 and now the Afghan poppy
serves as a major transshipment point ﬁelds produce 92 percent of the world’s
for drugs from Asia. The Mexican drug consumed opium being consumed. A NY
cartels are responsible for most large-scale

“

“

BY GIANCARLO GONZALEZ

ILLUSTRATION BY JACKIE JOHANSON

Times article on Aug. 25, 2010 stated that
“suspected Afghan drug lords include
high ranking members of President Hamid Karzai’s government including his
half brother, Ahmed Wali Karzai, who is
not only a suspected player in the country’s booming illegal opium trade, but is,
according to current and former American ofﬁcials, getting regular payments
from the Central Intelligence Agency and
has for much of the past eight years.”
The Afghan opium trade rakes in a
$65 billion a year proﬁt, which feeds some
15 million addicts worldwide and kills
around 100,000 people annually.
Many Oxycodone addicts become heroin addicts due to its lower cost. The type
consumed varies by region. The Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA) says the U.S.
addict population consumes Columbian
(white) heroin in the East Coast, Mexican
(black tar) heroin on the West Coast with
Afghan heroin making signiﬁcant inroads.
Thompson said he wants students to
be safe and to see these prescription drugs
as hard drugs. Roe added she wants them
to know how to seek help for themselves
or for people they know. KCCN’s passion
in ﬁghting the war on drugs on the local
level is admirable in the face of insurmountable odds.
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Queer theory and sexuality class
Newly added psychology course challenges the norms of gender roles
Staff Reporter

Deﬁne ‘normal’ sex. For many people, the deﬁnition
is beyond the misleading go-to answer that many parents awkwardly provide: “when a man and a woman love
each other very very much ...”
A new class offered by the Psychology department,
Queer Theory and Sexuality, will address the diverse
perspectives on human sexual identity.
“Who you have intercourse with is a small part of your
sexual identity – a tiny fraction,” said Assistant Psychology Professor and multicultural researcher Breyan Haizlip, who will be teaching the class, PSY 312, this spring.
The course will tackle a variety of aspects of sexual
identity, said Haizlip, including where an individual’s
sexuality comes from and what culture does to encourage, and discourage, the expression of that identity.
From music to construction management majors,
any undergraduate student can take the course. Haizlip
made sure that it has no pre-requisites.
“You shouldn’t need a certain major in order to learn
about culture,” Haizlip said. “The goal is to teach people
about the process of deﬁning their own sexual identity ...
it doesn’t matter the conclusion. [The course will] look
at sexuality as a product of personality and values ... you
can’t not look at gender.”
Cynthia Coe, director of the Women’s Studies Program, helped guide the class through the curriculum
committee to be approved.
“It was no trouble getting it on the books ... I wonder
if there will be concerns or objections in the future – but
so far I’ve heard nothing but positive responses,” Coe
said. of the controversial course subject matter.
There are several departments that offer at least one

course about sexual minorities, including law and justice,
Even using the word “queer” is a topic of debate.
family studies, philosophy and political science.
“The newest generation refer to themselves as ‘queer
Ben Sweeney, senior political science major who is a identiﬁed’,” Haizlip said. “From a cultural perspective,
member of the club Equality through Queers and Allies it’s a marginalized group taking back the power of derog(EQuAl), took a similar special topics
atory terms ... parallel to the young
class provided by the women’s studies
African-American community usprogram in Spring 2009. Coe, who
the ‘N’ word.”
If you really get into ingSenior
helped create this course, said 27 stusociology major and
it, you start to realize Diversity Education Center emdents were wait listed for it.
“I’m not a psychology or sociology that no one fits into these ployee, Jess Linquist, has a different
major, but [queer theory] is useful to normative boxes ... by view.
understand for any ﬁeld of study,”
“It’s not about taking back the
definition, we’re all a lit- word
Sweeney said, who enjoyed the class.
for me ... you can’t take back
“If you really get into it, you start to tle bit queer in one way or what was already yours,” Lindquist
realize that no one ﬁts into these nor- another.
said. “It’s about empowerment. It
mative boxes … by deﬁnition, we’re
would be insulting to the science to
all a little bit queer in one way or anBEN SWEENEY use any other word.”
other.”
Lindquist plans on taking the
Senior political science major
The class, however, was not perclass next quarter and hopes to ﬁnd
fect.
even more perspective from a psy“The only ﬂaw was student
chology class, after taking a sexualbased,” Sweeney said. “The people in
ity class based in sociology.
the class were too comfortable with it already – their core
“It’s a fresh school of thought – but growing fast,”
beliefs were unchallenged by the ideas presented.”
Lindquist said. “I hope to take what knowledge base I
Haizlip is hopeful for a diverse demographic and have and ﬁll in empty spaces ... I didn’t go through the
opinion base of students that take the course. She looks traditional ‘coming out’ phases – I’m curious to know
forward to facilitating healthy debates and encourages why.”
everyone curious, purposefully unfamiliar or passionate
“We [queer identiﬁers] are equally diverse as any othabout queer studies to sign up.
er group of people,” Lindquist said. Even if the class is
Brittany Cuddie, senior psychology major, may take taken by students already empathetic to queer rights, she
the class. She is hoping for a different perspective and feels there is enough diversity among non-heterosexual
looks forward to dissenting opinions.
students to make it an interesting class.
“It’s easy to criticize what you don’t understand,”
Cuddie said. “But you can be straight and still want to
know about the people around you.”

Student Erin Newkirk
is remembered

Spoor, senior public relations major.
As a child, Erin liked to play with Barbie dolls and video games. She was also
A small leather photo album sat on very close to her younger brother Grant.
the entryway table at the
Together they made up
memorial, ﬁlled with 3x5
games like Alligator, which
cards and sections of
they played in their friend’s
butcher paper ﬁlled out by
basement. Turning all the
friends with fond memolights out, one person hid
ries.
while the others came in a
In front of the windows
line with a ﬂashlight. They
sat a large photo of Erin
tried to ﬁnd the alligator,
Newkirk, her smile domibefore it got them.
nating this and every other
Erin was raised in
photo in the slideshow.
Chicago and moved to Is“Her smile will forever
saquah during her freshbe engraved in my mind,”
man year of high school.
ERIN NEWKIRK
an anonymous card in the
“She had this accent,
memory book read.
a Chicago accent, but she
Friends and family mourned the loss said she didn’t,” Spoor said.
of Erin, who died of an apparent suicide
Erin recently ﬁnished an internship at
on Feb 6. Erin, a family science major Justice Clothing where she worked with
was 21 years old.
teens to help them ﬁnd clothing on a budOver 50 people attended the memorial get, dress respectably and communicate
service held at president Gaudino’s house with their parents.
on Feb. 17.
“She really loved it,” said Amber Paulk,
Erin was best known for her kindness associate professor and Erin’s academic
and her love of the TV show “One Tree advisor. “She wanted to make them feel
Hill.”
conﬁdent. She always tried to make sure
“When my roommate had swine ﬂu to tell the girls that they looked pretty.”
she came over and brought every single
Self esteem, body image and self reseason of ‘One Tree Hill,’ ” said Shanice spect were very important to Erin, Paulk
Jones, junior elementary education major. said.
“She could cheer anybody up.”
“She was always her best around chilErin was also known for her willing- dren,” said James Newkirk, Erin’s dad.
ness to drop everything for her friends.
“Like the pied piper, she felt very comWhen Emily Spoor and Madeline Keene fortable around kids,” her mother Beth
went out to the bars they knew that if they Newkirk quickly chimed in.
could “walk [their] drunk butts” to DomiErin was a junior, only three credits shy
nos, Erin would drive them home on her of senior standing. After graduation she
next delivery.
planned on getting a Masters degree in
“She was just so excited to drive us social work or in a similar ﬁeld according
around and do us a favor, she would do to her parents.
anything for her friends,” said Emily

BY NICHOLE WILLIAMSON

Staff Reporter

“

“

BY IRIS DIMMICK
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Your future in higher
education is at risk

Continued university budget cuts by the state
will again have an impact on your education
Trustees approved a second 14 percent
I’ve writtuition hike, I interviewed students in
ten about this
the SURC about their opinions on the
before,
but
raise. Most had not-so-thought provokit seems like
ing comments like “It sucks” or how
it can’t be
they’ll just take out more loans. One
talked about
student though said she didn’t like the
enough. Stuhikes, but “I guess I just won’t have as
dents,
your
much in my trust fund.”
education is
at risk more
If you’ve read this far, I’ll sum up this
than ever.
column in three words: Get pissed off.
BY ANTHONY JAMES
Since I’ve Editor-in-Chief
Higher education is one of the few
been at Cenareas in the budget that isn’t protected
tral, tuition
by law from cuts. It’s also one of the few
has gone up more than 30 percent, class areas in state government that raises sigsizes are growing and fewer sections are niﬁcant revenue, making it more suscepbeing offered. While all of this is hap- tible to cuts.
pening, the majority of students seem
It’s amazing the impact a simple letfar too complacent.
ter can have on legislators. Don’t just
Last year, I spent
send an e-mail or a letwinter and spring
generated online.
If you’ve read ter
quarter reporting on
Take the time to share
the budget for The this far, I’ll sum up your struggles.
Observer. A lot of oth- this column in three
Like 80 percent of
er great stories were words: Get pissed off. Central students, my
done about students
education is funded by
coping with tuition
a diet of grants, scholincreases, but two inarships and loans. Evterviews I did last year really stick out ery time tuition goes up, I have to either:
to me.
1) hope for more grants, or 2) take out
One was with a legislator in Olym- more loans. Ponying up extra cash isn’t
pia. For President’s Day, I attended the an option. I work the maximum hours
annual rally where thousands of people, allowed on campus. There’s no money
representing every imaginable group, coming from home. The burden is all
came out to make their voices heard. on me, just like I know it is for many
The lawmaker said she receives hun- students.
dreds of e-mails, phone calls and visits
I’ll be graduating soon, and I honestfrom constituents regarding a number ly couldn’t be happier. I just worry for
of issues, but not a single one from stu- the next generation of students and if
dents on higher education.
they will be afforded the same level of
Later in the year, after the Board of education I received.
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That’s my opinion, and I’m sticking to it

most people would sooner crucify them
Humans have
than shake their hand.
an innate sense
I think that we are partially deﬁned
to protect themby what our interests are. We have beselves.
Instincliefs based on the music we listen to, the
tively, we are very
complex creatures.
books we read, the movies we watch, the
I have often wongames we play etc. It’s only natural that
dered why we have
we ﬁnd some sort of connection through
an urge to protect
these psychographic items.
things that we hold
When you have an opinion of a book
no stake in.
and someone else has an opinion that
BY ERIK FLEIS
Have you ever Copy Desk
contradicts it, they aren’t attacking you,
told someone that
they are attacking your opinion. The
his or her favorite
opinion is yours; it’s what we really ﬁght
band sucks? Their reover.
action is always price“Dude, ‘Band Of
You can have Horses’ is way too preless. I do this all the
time to see people’s your opinion, Band tentious.”
reactions.
You can have your
of Horses is great and opinion,
I myself have deBand of
you probably don’t Horses is great and
fended the honor of
many movies that I know what preten- you probably don’t
love. It occurred to tious means.
know what pretentious
me that they could say
means.
“Burn After Reading”
It’s obvious that the
was a horrible ﬁlm and
things we enjoy can
it still wouldn’t change my opinion in have a large impact on who we are.
anyway. Then why do I get so defensive
“I may not agree with what you say
when someone doesn’t agree with me?
but I will defend to the death your right
What I ﬁnd funniest about this topic to say it.” It’s disputed that either Volis when an individual disagrees with the taire or Evelyn Beatrice Hall said that,
majority of the populous.
but it’s a really old quote.
If anyone says, “The Beatles suck,”

“
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Dear Readers,
The Observer welcomes brief letters (300 words or less) from readers on current issues. Please
include your full name and university afﬁliation: year and major, degree and year graduated,
or staff position and department. To be printed in the following weekʼs issue, please e-mail your
letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. Monday. The Observer reserves the right to
edit for style and length. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

Corrections

- In a story titled “A father, author, lawyer
and teacher” (Issue 6, Feb. 17) about professor Charles Reasons, it was stated that law
and justice classes will soon be offered in Des
Moines. The classes will be held in Kent.

About The Observer
Deadlines
Weekend sports information: Monday 5 p.m.
Letters to the editor: Sunday 5 p.m.

Entertainment, meetings, calendar events, display
ads, classified ads: Friday 5 p.m.

Sections

General/Editor-in-Chief: cwuobserver@
gmail.com
News: cwuobservernews@gmail.com

CWU, 400 E. University Way
Boullion Hall 222
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Scene: cwuobserverscene@gmail.com
Sports: cwuobserversports@gmail.com
Opinion: cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com

Contact Us

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
509-963-1073
cwuobserver@gmail.com

ANTHONY JAMES

“It takes 20 years to build a reputation
and ﬁve minutes to ruin it. If you think
about that, you’ll do things differently.”
- Warren Buffett, founder of Berkshire Hathaway

Letter to the Editor
Accidents where pedestrians are hit
by cars are not the equal fault of both
parties. With the exception of cases in
which people hurl themselves into the
path of the automobile, it is the responsibility of the driver to ensure that the
way is safe before proceeding.
The article in The Observer (“Using
comon sense while in the crosswalk,” Issue 6, Feb 17) seemed to focus largely
on the idea that it’s not just the driver’s
fault.
Bullshit. People drive their cars here
as if they were in a game of “Grand
Theft Auto.” My dad was a pain in the
ass to learn driving from but he taught

me one important thing - a car is a loaded weapon.
So drivers out there — if I am walking across a crosswalk and you’d rather I
were running so you could move quicker, I know it’s tempting to start rolling
before I’ve really cleared your path but,
when I spit on your windshield or punch
a dent into your hood, know that I am
just reacting to having a loaded weapon
aimed at me. Go ahead. Get out of the
car. I dare you.

Sam Tsohonis
Postgraduate student

SCENE
Scene Editor

Nicole Swapp cwuobserverscene@gmail.com
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Raw Space hoards
in some heavy
metal listeners
BY BEN CONNER

Staff Reporter

KEN STANTON

ROCKING OUT Daniel Collins of Roman Holiday played last Friday at Raw
Space, where the small concert hall got a taste of true stardom from the Seattle band
which will surely rise in this business.

Amidst the quiet ruckus of a Friday night in Ellensburg - a cavalry of
Dominos delivery cars, trendy Ke$ha
beats and escalating bar brawl chit-chat
lies Raw Space, Central’s favorite local
music venue. Last Friday’s show was a
strange and satisfying blend of alternative rock and metal, featuring Puyallup
native Roman Holiday and Ellensburg’s
own Heavy Metal Mullet.
Roman Holiday was a surprise hit
with their crowd-pleasing guitar and
drum solos and a kinetic frontman with
a voice reminiscent of The Tallest Man
on Earth. Their sound ranged from
Coldplay to Kings of Leon and their
hairstyles ranged from Nirvana to Il
Divo. The band has been together for
about two and a half years, says lead
guitarist Daniel Collins.
A friend and fan of the band, Daniel
Radloff, who traveled from Puyallup for
the Raw Space show, said that the band
has already found considerable success
playing notable events like the Puyallup
Fair, and their shows over on the west
side might average between 200 and
600 people.
“They’re all really committed. I think
they’ll be touring soon,” Radloff said.
Collins adds, “we’ve been talking to
bigger entities. We’ve done a lot of good
in a short amount of time, but we want
to be as big as we can.”
Lakyn Bury, musician/singer of local
band Tyrannosaurus Grace, was one of
many impressed with Roman Holiday’s
Raw Space set.
“I thought they were amazing. I’d
love to play with them,” Bury said.
Following Roman Holiday was local metal band Heavy Metal Mullet,
helmed by Liam McCoy. Counterintui-

tively, their sound was more tame than
Roman Holiday, but the drunken metal
fanboys and girls balanced that out with
their diluted inhibitions yelling “take off
your pants, Liam!”
McCoy’s cool, crude and irreverent
stage presence was the perfect response.
To introduce a song, he explains, “OK
this next one is blah blah blah nobody
cares.” Afterwards, he asked, “how
many ladies got a little moistened from
that song?” At several points throughout
the set, he announced that the band’s
bassist was “DTF.”
The conventions of a good metal
performance seemed to be in place: a
vocalist with a couch-potato Jesus persona, a lead guitarist with a sleeveless
sweatshirt and muttonchops, a couple
feedback faux pas, one drunken stage
dive and morbid lyrics delivered with an
ironic charisma.
Chase Alling, a junior at Ellensburg
High School declared Heavy Metal
Mullet’s Raw Space performance the
best he’s ever seen.
His pal, fellow junior Marcus Paquette, said, “I didn’t really know what
I was getting myself into. My mom just
said we should go check it out so we
drove over. But it was pretty awesome!”
Scott Brown, an out-of-towner from
the Bellingham area, explained the appeal of Heavy Metal Mullet. “Metal invokes a feeling like no other in me. It’s a
good feeling, powered up and all badass
and shit,” Brown said.
So, while the rest of Ellensburg bustles with the same old stodginess, Raw
Space consistently serves up a great alternative. Whether you’re into sophisticated guitar riffs and emotional lyricism,
or feeling powered up and badass, be
sure to keep an eye out for exciting upand-comers like Roman Holiday and
Heavy Metal Mullet at Raw Space.
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Gamers’ choice - Mac
or PC?

Per sonal
Computers
(PCs) and Mac
users constantly ﬁght over
which is better,
and for gamers
the debate has
been a hard
choice. Macs
are a stable
and fashionable choice for BY BRYAN EATON
computer users Staff Reporter
and come with
great video editing software. PCs tend to
be more customizable, but having more
bugs and glitches. For gamers, the hard
part is trying to ﬁgure out what works for
them.
Macs come into play at a disadvantage.
Most games require additional program-

ming to be compatible with the Mac operating system (OSX) and this is often costly
and time consuming, resulting in games
being released later for Macs.
Most popular games are available
on Mac, but many older games are not
available on this system at all. Also, several games are not compatible with Mac
hardware, making them PC exclusive.
Macs are still strong computers and will
run many online games efﬁciently, so any
World of Warcraft players will be just ﬁne
transferring to a Mac. Newer Macs can
also run Windows, which open the door
for more games to be run on the system.
Lastly, Macs also cost signiﬁcantly more
than their PC counterparts, but make up
for it with a more stable system if running
Mac OSX.
On the other hand, PCs provide the
option to customize or even build your
own computer. This can allow high qual-

ity equipment to be bought and become
a user’s computer for the fraction of the
cost of a commercially bought piece machine. For those without the technical
know-how to build their own computer,
commercially bought computers are still
strong contenders for gaming. Games are
typically released ﬁrst for PC and many
companies sell gaming computers. Games
are also more likely to run better on a PC
due to the availability of video cards. Unfortunately, PCs are still buggy and you
may have to deal with infamous “blue
screen of death” when Windows crashes.
In addition, buying a commercially
built gaming system can cost thousands
of dollars compared to constructing one
for roughly $800 - $1500. Also, most commercial constructers will require you to
send your computer in for repair purposes
that can become
quite
costly.
At
ﬁnal
tally, hardcore gamers
who want a
system speciﬁcally
for
gaming
will

probably beneﬁt best from constructing a
PC themselves. Casual gamers or online
gamers will do ﬁne on either system and
should make their choice based on what
they require from a computer besides
gaming. Buying a gaming PC is not recommended due to the expense of such
systems and the high repair and maintenance costs associated with them.
Finally, Macs, while fairly expensive
and not fully game-oriented machines,
are still good for gaming online. As Mac’s
hardware and software continue to develop, they will extend further into the world
of gaming, but for now are just left behind
with the wider variety of software and
hardware that PC’s offer.

ILLUSTRATION BY NICOLE
SWAPP

Central program
Trying to keep Zen
One Central student dreams of bringing the
empowers students to first meditation group to campus
find key to success
BY CHRIS CHRISTENSEN

Staff Reporter

the workshop. Jackie Johnson, director
of Career Services, gave attendees an
Staff Reporter
interview workshop complete with mock
An energetic and sharply dressed question and answer sessions. Johnson
woman walked into the room with such worked one on one with the girls that atpoise and conﬁdence that her presence tended, listened to their various answers
was known before she even began to and gave them each feedback on how to
speak. Zabrina Jenkins, Central alumna improve.
and Starbucks corporate lawyer trav“Don’t be afraid to share why you
eled to Ellensburg this week to speak at failed in the past and what you learned
the Professional Development workshop from it,” Johnson said.
sponsored by various outlets on campus.
Jesse Nelson, director of the Center
The STAR (Sisters that are Resolute) for Excellence in Leadership, opened
club was the organizing sponsor behind the session with a short exercise about
the event along with
leadership styles. The
help from the Center
Self-awareness is participants placed
for Student Empoweralong a
such a critical aspect themselves
ment - the Center for
spectrum and eventuof leadership. When ally in quadrants acExcellence in Leadership and Career Serwe understand and cording to personality
vices.
that determined
feel secure in our traits
STAR is a club
their primary and
strengths and short- secondary leadership
that strives to facilitate
comings, we are in a styles. This small intigrowth academically
and in settings outposition to interact mate group was able
side of the classroom.
receive such a large
with others from a to
They promote peramount of one on one
place of authenticity attention.
sonal integrity, healthy
femininity, leadership,
“Self-awareness is
and honesty.
empowerment in all
such a critical aspect
roles and community
JESSE NELSON of leadership. When
service.
Director of the Center for we understand and feel
Jenkins is a corposecure in our strengths
Excelllence in Leadership
rate counsel for the
and
shortcomings,
Starbucks Corporawe are in a position
tion and focused on keys to success. She to interact with others from a place of
repeatedly spoke about the importance authenticity and honesty. Our leadership
of networking and how it got her to styles exercise hopefully helped provide
where she is today.
some help in facilitating this kind of self
Jenkins was once a student at Central awareness,” Nelson said.
and used her connections to get to places
Toni Ball, president of STAR, hopes
like Syracuse Law School and now Star- the professional workshop was beneﬁcial
bucks.
to all parties involved and is taught stuJenkins also gave participants a step- dents the importance of professionalism.
by-step checklist on how to create a posi“The Professional development worktive persona and cultivate beneﬁcial per- shop came about from the idea of trying
sonal and professional relationships that to prepare STAR members for profeswill last longer than our time as Wildcats. sional roles, and to build a strong mem“Keeping in touch with Central al- bership,” Ball said. “The purpose was
ums is what has gotten me where I am not only fulﬁlled but went above and betoday,” Jenkins said.
yond. I know that students got a lot out
Career Services was also included in of the event.”
BY STEFANIE BURGER

“

With the stressful lives that students are
facing, it’s important to relax and try to
overcome that stress and meditating is a
great way to do that.
Michael Tobias, sophomore political
science major, thinks it would be a great
idea to start a meditation club on campus.
He plans to help students become closer
to nature and begin to look for inner
peace of mind and body.
“It has helped my health especially, I
used to be really overweight and I’ve lost
a lot of weight because of it,” Tobias said.
“I also used to be a really angry person,
but now I’m more calm and collective. I
don’t worry as much.”
Tobias was raised
in a very conservative Christian
background but
drifted away from
it during his teenage
years. He ﬁrst began

reading about Buddhism when he was 16
but didn’t begin going to a temple regularly until he was 18.
“I’ve been a serious meditator for almost two years now,” Tobias said. “I have
been able to ﬁnd spiritual and mental
happiness that I felt I was lacking in my
life.”
Tobias thinks there is a growing interest in Eastern cultures and ideas in this
part of the country. He feels that there are
a lot of people on campus who are interested in meditation and thinks that people
could really use the beneﬁt of meditation
in their lives because it is beneﬁcial for
both the body and mind.
“I really think Buddhism is growing in
America and the rest of the west, but a lot
of people don’t understand it very well,”
Tobias said. “A lot gets lost in translation
when it comes to meditation practice, but
the truth is that it is actually fairly basic.”
The difﬁcult part in meditation is just
maintaining your practice, which is a big
reason why Tobias wants to start this
club. Meditating in a group is helpful
because students have a support system
of others to keep them going.
So far, Tobias has heard back from
a half dozen students from a post that
he added to the Central Intranet. He
is now working on other ways of advertising for the group.
As of right now, the group is
still in planning stages but Tobias
is hoping to have the ﬁrst meeting
soon.
“I’m hoping that with enough
interest, this could become a recognized club,” Tobias said.
This would be the ﬁrst time
ever on Central’s campus that a
meditation club was formed.

RACHEL
PARISH

HYUMMM Michael
Tobias practices his meditation
during a break in classes.
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nations in cropped jackets, jumpers and
dresses. Designers such as Ralph Lauren
set a romantic look of the Old West, while
Balenciaga encourages lace and sequined
mash-ups in shirts, according to style.com.
Spring seems to convey a more feminine style with all the dresses, skirts and
cropped tees because it’s going to be the
season to embrace lace.
Quirky patterns from polka dots, ﬂoral
and animal prints will soon be dancing in
your head like a good daydream. Fashion brands such as Banana Republic and
Mossimo bring this trend to life.
As most college students probably
can’t afford the trends straight from these
designer’s collections, many mass
producers
will copycat the
trendy

styles and provide consumers with the
cheap chic spring looks. Thank goodness
for that! I hit the campus streets in seek
of style.
As I was strolling through campus, a
pair of ﬂower tights caught my eye, Megan Dinsmore, sophomore family studies
major, explains how she is preparing for
the spring season with fun tights and Ray
Bans, the hipster sunglasses.
“I’m loyal to Nordstrom,” Dinsmore
said as she was also rocking a pair of
Tom’s shoes.
This got me wondering where most
students will begin their spring shopping
adventures with the limited stores for
clothing in Ellensburg being only Maurices, Flirt, and Fred Meyer’s.
“I tend to travel
o v e r
to
the

West-side for stores like H&M,” said Bernadette Peterschmidt, sophomore fashion
merchandising major.
Unfortunately, not all students are able
to make the two-hour trip for just a pair
of sunglasses or shoes, so many are turning to the ever-growing alternative of online shopping.
“I do most of my shopping online on
sites like Forever 21 or Urban Outﬁtters
and can’t wait to purchase an elastic high
waist patterned skirt for the season,” said
Ravyn Jones, freshman business major
who lives in Yakima.
It’s a perfect time to start on those
spring deals and keep an eye out for hyper color, prints and lace, as each detail
will keep you current and trendy for the
upcoming season. Stay stylish Central, as
spring has sprung.
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Spring season sets fashion trends on campus
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-BY ALYSSA HOARD
hStaff Reporter
This year the groundhog in fact did not
see
e his shadow, which means that spring is
,near. As the spring season is approaching,
sstudents gear up for new trends and styles
-in their wardrobe to match the rising
dtemps. It’s ﬁnally time to put away those
dsnow boots and put on some sandals.
d This spring, the runway is all about
color, lace and print. No more dark purples, blacks and deep reds from the winter
months, spring brings a breath of fresh air
with hyper color.
Designers such as Haider Ackermann,
Aquilano Rimondi and Raf Simons created electric blues, bright citrus hues and neon
combi-
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Taxi cab confessions

A late night ride around with a driver and intoxicated students
BY MARC TRATAR

m Staff Reporter

t
e A full moon lit the streets of Ellens- burg last Saturday night as so did the
phone calls to Rodeo Town Taxi. As the
s phone rang, the classic song from Queen,
s “We Will Rock You” could be heard in
g the background. Steve Jennings, manager
and driver of Rodeo Town Taxi, answers
h saying, “Rodeo Town Taxi.” Soon after
- saying that the caller asks him, “Hey, is
this the taxi?”
e Jennings lets out a small chuckle and
a reafﬁrmed to the caller that yes, this is a
taxi. He has answered the phone a few
times over the years and has claimed to
be American Airlines, Amtrak and Greyhound, and has never been questioned.
Jennings has been driving a taxi in
Ellensburg for over eight years. In those
years, he has had several interesting experiences one of which resulted in him
being awarded the American Red Cross
Heroes Humanitarian Award. Two years
ago he was taking some passengers home
after a night out downtown. On the way
they noticed that a house had caught ﬁre,
prompting him to jump into action and
enter the house, removing a Central stu-

dent from the burning home.
Jennings enjoys driving a taxi because
it’s a unique business where he gets to
meet and get to know his customers over
their period of time attending Central.
Some of his customers even give him a
hard time about being a Raiders fan.
“Students don’t realize how cheap a
cab is compared to a DUI,” he said. “We
have many more destinations than the police do.”
Jennings explained that he would rather see people make the right decision not
to drive drunk.
“Steve is a life saver, the Baywatch of
Ellensburg,” said Cam Garlock, senior
law and justice major. “He’s the Hoff and
you don’t hassle the Hoff.”
For students Rodeo Town Taxi charges
$8 for the ﬁrst student, then an addition
$1 for each student in the group.
“I’ve been riding with Steve for ﬁve
years and its exceptional service for a
great price,” said Andrew Mork, senior
business administration major.
Students taking the taxi downtown are
most likely going to take it back home.
“The transformation from when I drop
them off is very interesting within three
hours,” Jennings said.

Steve’s Top 5 Tips to
get a cab faster:
1. Check to make sure you have your I.D. if you’re
headed to the bars
2. Don’t call the cab until you actually need it
3. If you call a cab, be ready outside and ready to
get in when it arrives
4. Make sure you have money to pay when you
get to your destination
5. If you’re going to vomit, do it before you get in
the cab. If you get sick in the cab it’s a $100 fee.
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One outspoken prof
Nelson Pichardo shares his life
experiences and how he changed his
life from mediocrity to significance
BY KELSEE DODSON - CARTER

Staff Reporter

He is a momma’s boy, a Yankee fan
and a native New Yorker who speaks like
a native New Yorker and a man who believes he got lucky in life.
Nelson Pichardo is an associate sociology professor. “I love teaching here,” he
said. “And I’m not trying to blow sunshine
up your skirt or anything.”
Dealing with students is the best part
of his job. He likes teaching at college level. “I can say ‘fuck’, ‘piss’ or ‘shit’ and my
students loosen up,” he jokes.
“He’s kind of an eccentric guy he’s
outspoken on his views and not exactly
politically correct,” said Nathan Schoffer,
senior economics major.
From age five to age 30, Pichardo
Almanzar was in school. His education
started in kindergarten and continued
through 10 years of graduate school.
“I was the most uninformed person on
God’s green earth,” Pichardo said.
Walking into college, he had every intention of being a history major; however
he changed his mind saying that the assignments were just too boring.
Pichardo took his first sociology class
with Professor Barbara Sobieszek – who
he believes is the one who influenced him
to be a sociology professor. He still remembers the name of the book that was
assigned in class, “Presentation of Self
in Everyday Life.” He thought that this
would help better present himself to score
women.
To please his mother, Pichardo tried to
work hard at school but it didn’t always
come easy. “I smoked way too much fucking weed,” he said.
After three semesters his GPA had
dropped down to a 1.9. He told himself
that he needed to get himself together or
get out. So he quit smoking and found a
major that he actually enjoyed. His GPA
for the next five semesters was a lot better
because he finally woke up.
“My GPA was good, not great, but
OK,” he said.
In order to succeed he realized that he
had to stop doing it for his mother and do
it for himself. For him, the true beauty of
his mother was letting him grow up the

way that he wanted to. He never imagined that he would be a professor but he
liked what he was doing and kept moving
forward.
“I took my inherit curiosity about social life and translated it into a career,” he
said.
Pichardo loves learning. He believes
that his passion for learning and teaching
has lead him to where he is today.
He doesn’t have any children of his
own but considers his students to be his
children. He said that he is not here to
care about the student; he is here to care
about the person.
“Tell me what the fuck you want and I
will do my best to help you get it,” Pichardo said.
“His classes influence many people to
choose sociology as their major, he sparks
people’s interest,” said Michelle McCambridge, senior sociology major.
His parents are Dominican immigrants. Growing up in New York, he was
raised by his mother. He has two brothers and two sisters. One brother died from
a heroin overdose when he was only 30
years old. The other brother owns his own
trucking business.
“My brother is a fucking card,” he said
with a smirk on his face.
His brother is legally blind. For 30
years he has been memorizing the eye
chart at the department of licensing. The
recently changed the eye chart and his
brother failed the test. One sister used to
work at Madison Square Garden and the
other is a lawyer.
“Every ten minutes of my life she did
something for me,” he said.
Pichardo is very close to his family,
especially his mother; he even admits to
being a momma’s boy. Out of his entire
family he is the only one who has moved
away.
“I always feel guilty about leaving,” he
said.
Sometimes he thinks that moving away
was a selfish act. He now realizes that it
was good for him to get away because he
wouldn’t be in the place in his life that he
is now.
Every now and then he thinks about
moving back to help his mom out, who
is now 80 years old. He says Dominican

TJ FOSTER

SMILE FOR THE CAMERA Nelson Pichardo takes a moment out of his busy
day to pose for the camera. Pichardo, an associate professor in Central’s Department
of Sociology, has dedicated his life to students.

families don’t put their elderly mothers in
nursing homes.
“I’ll put her in a fucking bus and take
her to Ellensburg before I put her in a
nursing home,” he said.
On a typical weekend Pichardo is
watching sports. If he can catch a New
York team on TV he’s watching it. He
considers himself a huge Yankees fan.
He was born only three miles from Yankee Stadium. In 1968 during game six of
the World Series, he remembers watching
Mickey Mantle hit his home run. When
the Yankees lost to the Mariners in 1995
he said he kicked the laundry detergent

bottle.
The best day of Pichardo’s life was
when he got accepted into graduate
school. No one thought that he could do
it. “I even put a note on my door that said
I got into University of Chicago, fuck all
you nerds, or bastards, something like
that,” he said with a smile on his face.
Pichardo Almanzar said that you can
still go to graduate school even if you
screwed up. “I’m living proof,” he said.
“I am where I am today because of luck,
coincidence and chance.”
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Viva Las Vegas!

Fallout: New Vegas game draws in all types of
players for up to several hours at a time

Staying safe at school
A few key steps students can use to help
stay after on campus
BY RACHEL RODDY

Staff Reporter

have merged to create what has to be the
ultimate gaming experience. Gone are
Bethesda’s annoying characters (such as
Mayor R.J. MacCready, a little kid who
declares he’s “Mayor for fucking life”) and
the horriﬁc graphics Interplay used in the
originals such as Google Aradesh. This
balance has made an immersive experience that may have players forgetting to
eat, pee and speak.
There is a down side to all this praise.
New Vegas suffers from many, many,
many bugs. Fallout 3 was known for having them, but New Vegas takes it up to
11; by 11, I mean that’s how many times
my roommate’s 360 crashes per day while
playing it. Many of these bugs have workarounds and many can be found on the
game’s wiki. The best advice for countering these bugs is to save regularly and never count on your autosave as they become
easily corrupted. If you go in expecting
bugs, then you should have no problem.
Currently, Xbox 360 players have the
option of downloading an expansion to
the game: Dead Money, with PC and
PS3 players getting it later this year. Dead
Money raises the level cap to 35 and explores some of the back-story of one of
your character’s companions. Three other
expansions entitled Honest Hearts, Old
World Blues and Lonesome Road are
conﬁrmed in development and are likely
to begin being released this year. Based on
events in Dead Money, these expansions
will cover the player’s back-story in addition to visiting locations from the cancelled Fallout 3: Van Buren.
Fallout: New Vegas isn’t for some casual player just wanting to play something
for a few minutes after class. They’ll instantly be drawn in for hours. This game
is recommended to anyone who has the
time and the system that can run it. Just
make sure your homework is done beforehand and you have your dinner next to
you while you play, because you’ll never
want to put it down.

Beauty is in the eye
of the beholder

BY GIANCARLO GONZALEZ

Senior Scene Reporter

Kien-How Goh, lecturer in Philosophy, held a lecture on Schiller’s concept
of beauty so that listeners would look at
beauty differently the next time they are
at a museum, a movie theatre or even at
home watching television. “It might be
interesting for us to rethink the status of
beauty and its value for us, whether the
status quo is really what we want.”

T H E

Goh explained how Schiller was a
considered a champion of Kant’s ideas.
The modiﬁcation of his earlier rationalist ideas did not mean that Schiller had
ceased to have his own ideas; rather, he
incorporated Kant’s views into his own.
Schiller’s ideas on beauty are valid and
worth giving a second look in today’s mass
consumer culture said Goh.
Josh Wretzel, lecturer of Philosophy,
agreed and said, “Beauty doesn’t really have a place in today’s pop culture.
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OPEN MIC NIGHT
SURC PIT
7 PM
FREE

RED MEANS GO AND
VAN EPS
RAW SPACE
8 PM
$5

With the recent Central Crime Alerts
that have erupted the past two weeks, a
more cautious and aware atmosphere
has settled over campus. Of the alleged four incidents, only two were ofﬁcially reported. That is still a noticeable
amount of activity – particularly among
the female population and even more so
for those individuals who walk alone at
night. On campus or off – students need
to feel safe.
The good news is that Central provides several safety services and options
to ensure the protection of its students
and to prevent mishap or harm.
CWU Alert System
Since 2008, Central has been alerting
the campus of potential dangers through
email, phone and text messages. In years
prior, it was only email.
An off-campus software program
operates the alert system that communicates with the students, staff and faculty.
With a click of a button, thousands of
messages stream through computers and
phone lines. Records show upwards of
13,000 contacts in the system.
Statistics display that when the alert is
activated, 23,000 phone calls and 20,000
emails notify both the populous of campus and the friends and family members
of the students, staff and faculty back
home. Fewer than 1,000 text messages
reach phones around campus, however it
is a lesser-known method of notiﬁcation.
To enroll in text alerts, students must
sign into Wildcat Connection through
Safari and speciﬁcally select text messages as their preferred alert method.
The system as a whole is random
when it notiﬁes the campus attendees.
The goal behind this is for at least one
student in each area of campus to receive the message and then be able to relay it by word of mouth while the other
alerts are circulating.
Blue light phones
Placed strategically around campus

are towers with blue lights. When activated, someone comes onto the line while a
trained safety ofﬁcial is dispatched to the
speciﬁc location.
“It’s like making a 9-1-1 call,” said
Mike Luvera, Captain of University Police. “It’s quicker than a cell phone and
it pinpoints your location. It acts like a
home phone. They are easier to track because cell phones are mobile.”
These emergency blue light phones
can be found along the most traveled
areas on campus as well as additional locations that were determined necessary
by the Public Safety Ofﬁce. For instance,
outside the Psychology building and on
the walkway towards Student Village –
places that are more separate from the
main part of campus.
CATS Team
The Courtesy Assistance Team (CAT)
is a student assistance program that offers students, staff and visitors an escort,
or walking companion, primarily for
hours after dark. According to the Central website CAT member serve as social
attendants for a variety of functions held
at the university. They assist the Public
Safety and Police Services department
by checking buildings to ensure they are
secure as well as reporting on-view suspicious or criminal activity while they walk
around the campus. Their service is daily
and free of charge.
For information or to request someone to walk with you call (509) 9632950 or refer to their website www.cwu.
edu/~police/CAT.html.
Final Safety Advice
Despite the recent alarms, Central
remains a safe campus. Both Ellensburg
and University Police departments are
working together to keep it that way. It
still doesn’t hurt to take precautionary
measures to help them out. Follow basic
safety rules and listen to instincts.
“Be responsible,” Luvera said. “Use
the buddy system, walk in pairs, take out
your headphones and be aware of your
surroundings.”
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FREE

“

“

Most people
can’t even fathom the concept
of 300 hours.
That’s 12 and
a half days. It’s
also how long it
takes for someone to do all
the quests for
one faction, on
one karma level for Fallout: BY BRYAN EATON
New Vegas. It’s Staff Reporter
also how much
time that this reviewer took away from
homework, a social life and chores. The
end result: worth it! New Vegas is an utterly addicting game with enough of an
immense plot, deep twists, sadistic and
straight-up slapstick humor to make even
the most social gamer lose sleep.
As the game succinctly puts it, “you
are a courier, hired by the Mojave Express
to deliver a package. What seemed like a
simple delivery has taken a turn for the
worse.”
The game begins with the player character, “the Courier” becoming the victim
of an attack de gracé by a man named
Benny, the leader of a group called the
“Chairmen.” Lucky for you, and bad for
him, you get better. How you choose the
story to progress is all in your hands. Unlike most games that force-feed you a plot,
you can do whatever you wish. This also
leads to a completely customizable system
for each player and no two people play the
same way.
This game, developed by Obsidian Entertainment (and many of the developers
of Fallouts 1 and 2) using the engine of
Bethesda’s critically acclaimed Fallout 3
and Oblivion is the best of both worlds
of the franchise. The now aging game
engine is still as enthralling as it was two
years ago and the wonderful humor and
great story that made the original Fallouts. The cult classics over a decade ago
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FEBRUARY 28
MONDAY MOVIE
MADNESS
“THE SOCIAL NETWORK”
SURC THEATRE
7 PM
FREE FOR
STUDENTS | $3

MARCH 1

LIONS ROCK VISTING
WRITERS SERIES:
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12

SPORTS

THE OBSERVER • FEB. 24 - MAR. 2, 2011

Sports Editor

Kevin Proctor cwuobserversports@gmail.com

LOCKED UP

Central secures top seed in GNAC tournament, claim conference crown
Great Northwest Athletic
Conference Tournament
Quarterfinals:
Monday, FEB 28 - 7 PM
Ellensburg, WA
Nicholson Pavilion
BY BRYCE HJALSETH

Sports Reporter

The Central Washington men’s basketball team returned to their winning ways
by defeating Simon Fraser University
(SFU) after losing in an upset to Western
Washington University (WWU).
The Wildcats 11-game win-streak came
to an end last Wednesday when they traveled to Sam Carver’s Gymnasium, where
they fell short of their rival WWU.
The first half consisted of both teams
closely battling it out. WWU got on the
board first with a 2-pointer. With just over
15 minutes left in the first half, Central
gained the lead with a layup from senior
guard/forward Jamar Berry.
The game had 16 lead changes with
four ties throughout the duration.
“We had a lot of good looks, but for
some reason we could not finish a lot
of our plays,” said senior center Chris
Sprinker.
Central entered the second half with a
one-point advantage over WWU, with a
score of 31-30.
The Wildcat’s lead did not last long.
Western started the second half dominantly, going on a 13-2 run and taking a
10-point advantage over the Wildcats.
With 2:34 left in duration, the Wildcats tied the score at 57. Following the tie,
Western went on a 5-0 run.
Central pulled within just two points
with 20 seconds left in the game, but fell
short of a comeback. The final score was
66-62.
“We kind of went away from what has
been working on all year” said junior forward Jody Johnson. “We weren’t flying
around on defense as much; we kind of
fell apart on both ends of the floor.”
The Wildcats shot only 33.8 percent
overall in the game, well below their season average of 48.5 percent. They also shot

KEN STANTON

KEN STANTON

PLAYOFF BOUND (left) Junior forward Roby Clyde gets fouled on a dunk attempt. (right) Senior center Chris Sprinker throws
down a dunk against MSU Billings. Central has locked up the top seed for the upcoming GNAC tournament.

only 14 of 26 from the free-throw line.
Only two players for the Wildcats
scored more than six points, Berry with 20
points and Sprinker with 19 points.
“We settled for a lot of outside shots instead of working inside,” Berry said. “We
shot very poorly, just a bad night.”
After a disappointing loss Wednesday,
the Wildcats got back on the winning
track with a victory on Saturday night.
They traveled to SFU where they beat

them with a score of 98-80, clinching the
top seed in the upcoming Great Northwest
Athletic Conference (GNAC) playoffs.
The Wildcats record now stands at 21-3
overall and 14-2 within GNAC play, while
SFU dropped their record to 3-19 overall
with a record of 2-14 within the GNAC.

LOCKED UP
CONTINUED ON P.14

GNAC Men’s
Basketball Standings
School

Conference Overall
W

Central Washington
Alaska Anchorage
Seattle Pacific
Western Washington
Northwest Nazarene
Western Oregon

15
12
11
11
9
8

L
2
5
6
6
8
9

W
22
20
17
16
13
13

L
3
8
8
9
11
14

Self earns top female performer
BY DANNY SCHMIDT

Sports Reporter

KATHARINE LOTZE

A CUT ABOVE Senior thrower Torrie Self won both
the shot put and weight throw, earning a total of 20 team
points and the female Athlete of the Meet Award.

The Great Northwest Athletic
Conference (GNAC) track and field
championships took place last weekend and the Wildcats were well represented. During the indoor championships on Friday, Central had
three athletes who won events.
Sophomore high-jumper Brandon
Roddewig, freshman pole-vaulter
Becca Clark and senior weightthrower Torrie Self, all won their
respective events in Idaho on Friday.
Self, who won the women’s shot
put with a 13.97 meter throw, was
accompanied at the top of the
leader board by a few of her fellow Wildcats. Within the top six
finishers for women’s shot put, four
were Central’s own. Senior thrower
Shaina Afoa finished second behind
Self in the contest with a 13.43 meter throw. Senior thrower Jordan
Stueckle finished fourth with 12.79

meters and sophomore thrower
Kaylee Baumstark finished sixth
with 12.48 meters.
Also on Friday, was the women’s
pole vault. Becca Clark captured
first place in the event with a clearance of 3.67 meters. Following
Clark was redshirt-freshman polevaulter Kaitlin Davis with 3.52
meters. Clark is only a freshman
but loves the team atmosphere with
Central.
“I couldn’t have done it without
the support of my teammates and
coaches,” Clark said. “It felt like
any other track meet. I don’t think
I’ve ever had a team that cheered up
everyone as much as they do.”
As with the women’s pole-vault,
the women’s weight throw featured
two Wildcats in the top two spots.
Self won the event with a 16.34 meter throw. On Self ’s tail was Jordan
Stueckle who finished the event with
a distance of 15.62 meters.
Self was one of four athletes in the

tournament to win multiple events.
On the men’s side on Friday,
Brandon Roddewig jumped his way
to a first place finish, with a high
jump of 1.95 meters.
On day two of the championships, sophomore jumper/hurdler
Katharine Lotze was crowned first
place in the women’s triple jump.
Lotze won the event with a distance
of 11.71 meters.
Representing the men’s side on
Saturday was sophomore hurdler
Anthony Hogan. Hogan finished
with a time of 8.42 seconds.
Junior sprinter/jumper Bryan
Mack competed in the 60-meter
dash, in which he finished first in
the preliminaries, but ended up with
the silver with a time of 7.07 seconds, losing to Western Washington
University’s Alex Tilley.

GNAC CHAMPIONSHIPS
CONTINUED ON P.15
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It Pays to Play

PHOTO COURTESY OF JORDAN SIMMONS

HANGIN’ WITH D-WADE Jordan Simmons carries his briefcase full of cash after winning an NBA
Live tournament. Simmons has had the opportunity to play against NBA stars such as Gilbert Arenas,
Carmelo Anthony and Miami Heat superstar Dwayne Wade, pictured above.

CWU student earns big
payday for NBA Live skills
Sr. Sports Reporter

In the classroom Jordan Simmons is
just another student trying to get his
degree, but the minute he steps foot
in front of the TV with a controller
in hand he turns into, as he would say,
the greatest “NBA Live” player of all
time.
At 25, he is sitting pretty with a total
of about $120 thousand in winnings
as well as the title of NBA Live: Bring
It Home champion.
In 2004, Simmons’ gaming career
took off when Simmons and his twin
brother came to Central and ended
up not acclimating or fitting in with
most people.
Hardships he had to overcome included his parents divorce and becoming an outcast. These are what
pushed him into the gaming world.
“My brother and I, that’s how we
coped with all of it, was just to get
online and play. That’s just what we
did,” Simmons said.
After taking a leave from Central,
he was contacted by ESPN for an
audition tape to be on a reality TV
show called NBA Live: Bring It Home
which would launch him into stardom.
The show pooled eight players from
across the country to compete against
each other in their hometowns, culminating to a championship in Miami the winner would walk away with
$100 thousand.
“We both made the audition tape
together but it came to the decision
where they had to choose one of us

YOUNG MONEY Jordan Simmons is awarded a 20,000 dollar
check after winning another tournament.

and it’s the worst feeling of an identi- has had the opportunity to compete in
cal twin having to choose,” Simmons other tournaments across the country
said. “I ended up taking it because back with his brother by his side.
my brother had just had a son so he
But through all the glory, Simmons
needed to focus on that.”
wasn’t always the champion. He sufHe dominated the show, at one fered some hard losses and mistakes,
point in the competition he even got but that didn’t stop him.
to play and beating NBA all-star Car“We just did it for the passion,”
melo Anthony to gain hometown ad- he said. At this point I wasn’t sponvantage.
sored so I was paying for everything
“When it comes to
out of my own pocket
gaming I’m cocky,”
living off the 100
It’s amazing to and
Simmons said. “When
grand.”
think a game could
it comes to things I
At one point during
know I’m good at like
his
travel to a tourdo that and make me nament
NBA: Live, I’m cocky
he got stuck
money so fast. But in the Minneapolis
and on the show it
was fun getting to talk
now it’s nice that I airport on his way
crap.”
to Dallas when their
can have more time to was a snow storm that
After winning every
match-up in the westfocus on school and left him stuck in the
ern division, he flew
airport for two days
not just gaming.
to Miami to play in
straight with out a hothe finals and won by
tel room because they
1 point in overtime in
JORDAN SIMMONS were overbooked.
Pro Gamer and
the last shot.
“It was just me sitCWU student ting there with noth“That was just the
beginning,” Simmons
ing to do,” he said. “I
said. “I was only 21, and I was a kid. walked around with my laptop trying
The money did change me but it to figure out how I was going to get to
changed me in a good way because I Dallas I ended up getting investigated
did a lot of good things with it.”
because they thought I was involved
Some of those things included mak- in some kind of terrorism and I didn’t
ing sure his new nephew Noah will get even end up making it to the tournaa college education. He did splurge ment.”
a little on himself though, getting
Although his days of traveling across
to travel for the first time out of the the country have begun to wrap, up
Northwest.
he still competes and is focusing on his
“It was crazy -- drinking, playing film and video career.
NBA Live, the girls -- I had it all just
This week he begins an “NBA: 2K”
because I won,” Simmons said.
tournament with a $10 thousand prize.
After winning the tournament, he
“I’m just really focused on school

“

“

BY CAMBREE BENETUA

PHOTO COURTESY OF JORDAN SIMMONS

now. That’s my main goal is to continue with film school,” Simmons said.
Even though he’s concentrating on
school now, gaming will always be
apart of his life.
“I think I’ll always have something
to do with gaming. When you’re a significant part of gaming history that’s
something I wear as a badge. I’ve
achieved more in gaming than I have
in an facet of my life.”
Since “NBA Live” didn’t come out
with a new game this year he feels that
his gaming has been slowly declining,
but it’s only a matter of time before
it comes raging back into the picture.
“I’m waiting for the time when
it comes back full force,” Simmons
said. “When that happens it will be
the re-emergence. I’m going to take
down everything that has to do with
basketball sports games on earth. Put
me versus anyone on this campus that
says they play a game and I’ll find a
way to beat him.”
One game has made him richer.
With every button he pushes, he is
closer to thousands of more dollars
that have put him farther in life and in
a place where he is fulfilling his goals
other than just gaming.
“It’s amazing to think a game could
do that and make me money so fast,
but now its nice that I can have more
time to focus on school and not just
gaming,” Simmons said.
Although he’s now focusing on other aspects of his life gaming will always run through his veins.
“Basically everything that has to do
with “NBA Live” I have something to
do with. Period,” Simmons said.
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Baseball splits series
against conference foes

LOCKED UP
CONTINUED FROM P.12
Despite the Wildcats being outshot
48.4 percent to their 45.2 percent in the
first half, they still entered halftime with
a four point advantage over SFU.
“We came out flat in the first half,”
Sprinker said. “It was a late starting
game.”
Central played much better in the second half. They were able to go on a 26-6
run and gain a 24-point lead over SFU,
marking the biggest lead for the Wildcats this season.
“Coach got on us at halftime and
reminded us that we were playing for
something,” Berry said. “We came out
second half and turned the pressure up
and we were able to force a lot of turnovers and play Central basketball, there
are not a lot of teams that can play with
us when we play that way.”
The Wildcats were able to keep a double digit lead over SFU for the remainder of the game.
Five Wildcat players scored double
digit points, led by Berry with 21 points.
Sprinker scored 19 points with 6 rebounds, making it his second straight
game with 19 points.
“We were playing a lot of inside out,”
Sprinker said. “We shot it a lot better
than we did on Wednesday.”
Johnson scored 16 points with 11 rebounds, marking his third double-double on the season.
Senior guard Drew Harris scored 12
points on the night and senior Center
Coby Gibler chipped in with 10.
The Wildcats have their last two regular season games at Nicholson Pavilion.
Tuesday they play Saint Martin’s and
Thursday they play Western Oregon.

BY MATT CARSTENS

Asst. Sports Editor

KEN STANTON

FLOOR GENERAL Senior point guard
Drew Harris leads Central in assists at 4.1
per game.

Central baseball participated in the
Guardian Plumbing, Heating and Air
Conditioning Tournament in Lewiston, Idaho last weekend. The Wildcats
left the event with a 1-1 record, bringing their total record to an even 4-4,
the first time they’ve started the season
at that mark since 2009.
Central faced conference foe Saint
Martin’s, and while they won 5-2, the
game will not count in the conference
standings because the tournament is
considered a non-league tournament.
Junior pitcher Brandon Rohde only gave
up two runs in his
seven innings of work.
Senior reliever Jake
Millbauer
relieved
Rohde and was able to
shut down the Saints,
only allowing one hit #35 Brandon
in his two innings.
Rohde
The offense was scattered throughout the line up as four of the Wildcats
recorded multi-hit games.
The Wildcats were swinging early
and often, as junior shortstop Derrick Webb worked the only three ball
count of the afternoon. The approach
seemed to work as senior outfielder
Nate Wallen and sophomore catcher
Marcus Evans each had triples, Wallen’s of the RBI variety.

The following day the Wildcats faced
the Great Northwest Athletic Conference favorite Western Oregon University Wolves.
The Wolves jumped out to a 4-0 lead
putting up deuces in the first and second innings. Senior first basemen Kris
Henderson launched his first homerun
of the young season to cut the lead in
half at 4-2.
On the pitching side of things junior
starting pitcher Kyle Long a rough
time on the mound, walking four batters and giving up seven runs, five of
which were earned.
The only other run on the day came
from sophomore outfielder Jimmy Ryerson who knocked in a run on his only
hit of the day.
Central will head to the west side
this weekend to take on Puget Sound
in Tacoma. After that they’ll take on
Western Oregon before finally coming
home to play Northwest Nazarene on
March 11.

GNAC Baseball
Standings
School

Northwest Nazarene
Central Washington
MSU Billings
Western Oregon
Saint Martin’s

Overall
W

7
4
5
6
2

L

0
4
3
6
9

Rugby undefeated in Las Vegas Invitational
BY MACKENZIE NICHOLS

Sports Reporter

Starting off in a new League, Central’s
Men Rugby team is looking to further develop their skills with new competition in
the College Premier League. After playing in the Northwest League and being
League Champions three years in a row
their looking for some better competition.
“We never lost to a team in the Northwest League. It’s nice to win, but great
to get competition,” said Matt lobe, who
plays on both the 7 on 7 and 15 on 15
teams.
Last Saturday the Team played the
University of Oregon Ducks in Eugene
where the 15 on 15 team brought in a
shattering 64-0 win.
“We’re not at peak performance,” said
Sean Wanigasekera, who plays on the 15
on 15 team. “We didn’t play well … but
we’re usually at half season not the start.
I hope we’re at peak performance for the
California games, that’s the main game.”
“We played well with multiple people
scoring tries, but need to improve in all
phases of play,” said Aaron Lee, the teams
President.
This year has brought in a lot of young
players and the teams looking to get them
prepared when the seniors graduate.
“We had a really good team last year and
we have a better team this year,” said Wanigasekera. “The young players are showing
promise, we hope that when the Seniors
graduate, the young players can take up
the challenge and keep up the high level of
performance that Central expects.”
As for expectations, Centrals exceeding
them. Undefeated at the Las Vegas Invitational, Centrals 7 on 7 team is showing
all of their strengths on the field. Waisale
Serevi and Evan Haigh are two coaches
that came and helped prepare the team
for Las Vegas.
“Waisale Serevi is the Michael Jordan of

PHOTO COURTESY OF RUGBYMAG.COM

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES CWU Rugby 7’s celebrates after their championship win in the CRC qualifier in Las Vegas.

Mens Rugby,” said Coach Tony Pacheco.
“They helped train and put in systems. To
have that level of expertise was great.”
Undefeated in the Las Vegas invitational, Centrals moving on to the National
Colligiate 7’s tournament as well as the
Live NBC Tournament production being
held on June 4th and 5th - a huge success for Central. They’re building a solid
team, moving forward and getting ready
for the CPL games that will improve their

abilities.
“It will be really cool for the team to
play on tv,” said Coach Pacheco. “We will
do very well. It’s a very cool thing for the
team and the university to get that kind of
recognition.”
For now it’s working on preparing
themselves for the game against Western
here at CWU this Saturday.
“It’s going to be cold,” said Lobe, “ we’re
ready for it though. Western is a good step-

ping block in getting ready for CPL. It will
be a good test to see where we’re at.” Westerns one of Centrals biggest rivals so the
teams hoping for a strong game.
“We need to concentrate as playing as a
team and working on our system in order
to put up a lot of points like we want to,”
said Lee. “We are very excited to play at
home for the first time this year and we
are hoping that a lot of people come out
and support us.”
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Outside Looking In

Stacy Albrecht
scores career
high 20 points
against NNU
Sports Reporter

Central’s women’s basketball
team is now out of the running
for the Great Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) tournament this year after their loss to
Northwest Nazarene University (NNU) on Saturday with a
score of 70-55.
Sophomore forward/center
Stacy Albrecht led the team
with a personal
best
of 20 points
and nine rebounds. She
improved
her previous
high
score
by 3 points
and,
along
#24 Stacy
with junior
Albrecht
guard/forward Sophie Russell, was one
of the only players with points
in the double digits against the
Crusaders.
“I felt like I finally got into
my role [as center] and was a
lot more physical,” said Albrecht.
The ladies kept the difference between the scores close
in the first half. No baskets
were made in the first two minutes. When NNU made the
first 2-pointers, Junior guard
Nneka Payne responded with a
3-pointer to bring the score to
4-3. This trend of Central following close behind continued
throughout the half.
There was even a brief moment in the middle of the first
half in which the Wildcats held
the lead. By the end there was
only a 4-point difference.
However, the second half of
the game Central tried their best
to catch up to the Crusaders as
the scoreboard showed a larger
difference in points. NNU held
a double digit lead for the whole

GNAC CHAMPIONSHIPS
CONTINUED FROM P.12

ROTC members in uniform
and the cheerleaders wore
camouflage makeup to show
their support for the team as
they began the game with a
strong first half.
The ladies showed promise
as they held the lead at various
times throughout the half.
“The first half we had good
defense and our zone was active,” said head coach Jeff
Whitney.
The second half of the game
the team lost the momentum
they had gained. With less than
ten minutes left they were trailing behind by 10 points.
For every point they made,
Western Oregon responded
quickly and the scoreboard
showed no promise. The last
few seconds of the game was a
lackluster finish to what started
out as a promising game for the
team.
Junior Alisha Love led the
Wildcats in points in both the
first and second half.
“We had a good first half,
but we just couldn’t get the full
game together,” Love said.
Whitney agreed with Love
and it was clear that this was
what had been happening quite
a bit this season.
“I think we had a chance to
win this game. Only we played
for 33 minutes and to win
you’ve got to play 40,” Whitney
said.
The final game for the ladies
basketball season will be played
on Thursday against Saint
Martin’s University at 5:15
p.m. at Nicholson Pavilion.

BY ADRIANA ZAZULA

JOEY LEBEAU

BRIGHT FUTURE Sophomore center dropped 20 points against
Northwest Nazarene last week. Central was eliminated from contention for a GNAC tournament bid with their fifth consecutive loss.

second half and Central could
not make the comeback they
needed to.
Despite their efforts, the
Wildcats were unable to manage an away-game win out of
the nine games they’ve played

on the road. They currently
stand at 7-16 overall and 2-14
in the GNAC.
On Tuesday night the Wildcats showed their appreciation
to veterans by beginning with
a warm opening thank you.
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The women’s team finished
in fifth place in the championships, while the men captured
third place. In the two-day period Central had six first place
finishes. Seattle Pacific University and Western Oregon University came in first place overall for the women and men’s
side, respectively.
With some of the top finishes
in this year’s GNAC championship, Central’s track and field
future is gleaming.
Roddewig, Clark and Baumstark are all part of the fresh
crop of athletes on the Wildcat’s roster. With none of the
three being seniors next year,
Central should once again, be
very familiarized with the leader board in next year’s championships.
Self made a fitting last impression on her followers. The
senior went out with a bang,
being one of the biggest stars
at the GNAC tournament.
The Wildcats will try to help
their national aspirations on
Feb. 26 in Seattle, in the D2
Last Chance Qualifier.

GNAC Women’s
Basketball Standings
School

Conference

Western Washington
Alaska Anchorage
Seattle Pacific
MSU Billings
Saint Martin’s
Northwest Nazarene
Western Oregon
Simon Fraser
Central Washington
Alaska Fairbanks

W

L

17 0
13 4
12 5
10 7
9 8
9 8
8 9
4 13
2 15
1 16

KATHARINE LOTZE

PLAYOFF BOUND Junior
sprinter and jumper Bryan Mack
took 2nd in the men’s 60-meter
dash and 4th in the long jump.

Describe Iron Horse Brewery in
one word here_________________.
Return for a $2.00 pint or a $6.00 growler ﬁll.
Expires 2/28/2011

MICROPUB

416 N Main
Ellensburg, WA
509.933.3700

Micropub Hours:
Monday - Saturday
4:00pm - 9:00 -ish pm.

Tasting Room Hours:

Monday: Closed, so we can make the beer.
Tuesday & Wednesday: 4:00 – 9:00 pm
Thursday: 2:00 – 9:00 pm
Friday & Saturday: 2:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Sunday: 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm

www.ironhorsebrewery.com

